Joint conferences. In addition, there are frequent joint
conferences of staff members of the Federal and State
agencies. The purpose of these conferences is to exchange
information relating to the nature and authority of the
agencies and the laws of the States and Federal Govern-
ment relating to transportation of both general commodi-
ties and hazardous materials.

Training programs. Investigators of the Bureau of Motor
Carrier Safety are frequently instructors in State train-
ing programs. State law enforcement personnel partici-
pate in training schools and programs operated by the
Bureau. In addition, the Bureau furnishes technical as-
sistance to the States in such areas as the design of forms,
the preparation of reports, and investigatory techniques.

Investigator force. There are approximately 100 field
investigators of the Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety. All
of them participate in the joint Federal-State cooperative
program.

National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration

Direct assistance to State and local police agencies in car-
rying out their traffic law enforcement functions is pro-
vided by the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA).

This agency operates programs which provide financial
support for police traffic patrols; upgrade police depart-
ment recordkeeping; establish police training programs;
provide police training equipment; fund police communi-
cations, helicopters, and mobile equipment; improve traf-
fic court administration; and rehabilitate drivers who
have a drinking problem.

Background

The NHTSA originally was established as the National
Highway Safety Bureau and was part of the Federal High-
way Administration, In 1970, it was transferred from
FHWA and established as a separate administration
within the Department of Transportation. It enforces
appropriate provisions of the National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (80 Stat, 718), as amended;
of the Highway Safety Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 731), as
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